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D. COUTSOUROS 


MR. FEILER: Today's date is October 11th, 


2001, the time now is 1250 hours, and this is Monty 


Feiler of the Fire Department of the City of New York. 


I'm conducting an interview with the following 
individual: 


Please state your name, rank and command. 


FIREFIGHTER COUTSOUROS: Dean Coutsouros, 


Firefighter 2nd Grade, Engine 220. 


MR. FEILER: Of the New York City Fire 


Department. We're conducting the interview at the 


Lieutenant's office of Engine 220. The interview is 


regarding the events of September llth, 2001. 
QO. Go ahead. 


A. Okay. We arrived, we came over the Brooklyn 


Bridge and we wound up on the West Side Highway just 
north of building 7, World Trade Center No. 7. We 
proceeded to grab cylinders and all our gear and we 


marched down the West Side Highway to Liberty Street 


where the pedestrian walkway is. Under the pedestrian 
walkway we met up with a Chief. The Chief gave my 


Captain orders for us to go into 2 World Trade Center. 


We went to the parking lot directly across 


from the World Trade Center. There was whole bunch of 


debris coming down on Liberty Street, which prevented 
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us from walking down Liberty, and we got in front of 90 


West Street, we held up there for a few minutes 


underneath the scaffolding to reassess the situation, 


how we were going to get into the building. There was 
all kinds of human debris. The landing gear of the 
aircraft was in that parking lot there. It was right 


near us. There was all kind of stuff all over the 


floor. Other companies near us, I think, were 205 and 


there was a truck company there, but I'm not really 


sure who it was. It might have been 117. 


The Captain took us, we went through 90 West 


Street, we went through the front door, we came out the 


back door. The Captain was Stephen Grabher. He was a 


covering Captain that day. Him and Owen Carlock made 


it behind the Bankers Trust building. I was directly 


in the middle of the street on Washington Street, and 


there were two guys, three guys behind me, and I was 


right in the middle of the street and that's when the 


tower started to come. 


I happened 


it, and from the fire floor down, i 


it sou 


really loud crackling noise, 


firecrackers, and just a wave, righ 


to be looking up at 


t was just like a 


nded like a million 


from the fire 


floor down, just a wave that s 


Q. 


Do you know who the 


tarted to come down. 


two firefighters wer 
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that were with you? 


A. Right. Mike Schroeck, George Marsh and Eddie 


Plunkett. I happened to run straight ahead and I went 


east and I got behind the Bankers Trust building, which 
has a little overhang and there's steel columns holding 


up the overhang. We tucked in behind that overhang 


there. George Marsh and Eddie Plunkett and Mike 


Schroeck actually stayed behind 90 West because by that 


time it was already coming down. They had no chance to 


cross the street, Washington Street. We tucked in 


behind this building and in seconds it was nighttime. 


The dirt was over my head. I was chewing it trying to 
get some air. We didn't know what really was going 
on. I saw the building come down, but I think I was 
the only one who actually saw it come down. 

As soon as everything collapsed, that loud 
rumble, everything collapsed, Owen Carlock handed me an 
ax. The Captain screamed we've got to get inside this 
building. I took an ax and I smashed the window, but 
it was just a dummy panel. It was wall behind it. I 
smashed the next window, no luck. I threw my helmet 
off, I put my face piece on, which was filled with 


debris, shook it out, put my face piece on. We went 


west. We went back to Washington Street, searched this 
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wall left for a door, and over here there is a service 


entrance and we wound up getting in the door here. We 
all got in there. 
Q. Did you hook up back with the other 


firefighters? 


A. Not as of yet. 
QO. Okay. 
A. Me, Owen and the Captain wound up getting in 


here, plus a couple other guys, there was like a truck 


unit, guys I don't even know who they were, and we 


wound up getting in there. Then like once the dirt 


settled, there was still a lot of dust, but once the 


dirt settled, like a few minutes, we wound up hooking 


up back with the other thr guys. We met them in it's 


like a little courtyard right there on the side of this 


building. 


We regrouped, we got our stuff together, and 
we went back out to the West Side Highway, right about 


here, and we were starting to walk. We wanted to get 


north of the towers. We were trying to get back up 


around here, and right about here, on Albany and 


Washington, is when the first building came down, and 


the debris cloud started coming. So we started going 


south on the West Side Highway and we got into this 
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building right here, which I think is the Millenium 


Hilton or something like that. This building has 


revolving 
Q. 


A. 


doors. 


Between Albany and Carlisle? 


Right. 


That building right there. As the 


debris cloud came down, we got covered in it, but I 


knew I was facing east. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


That' 


Right. 


Okay. 


s the one in the hotel? 


There was a revolving door and I saw the 


light through it and we wound up all getting in there, 


except for Mike Schroeck. He went running down this 


way. He just took off down the West Side Highway. 


There was all people in there. We got some water. 


Some guy had -- I don't know where it came from, Red 


Cross maybe or something like that. There was just a 


barrel of water on ice out of nowhere. We helped 


people get down out of this building after it all 


settled an 


Mike Schro 


d all. 


eck. 


The Captain went and searched for 


He didn't know where he was. We lost 


him at tha 


way and ge 


t poin 


t. We were helping people come this 


tting 


After 


them south towards the Battery Tunnel. 


that we regrouped once again, we all 


got everybody, 
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we got Mike Schroeck back together, we 


all stayed as a unit and we crossed the West Side 


Highway. 


crosses over. 


We went around whatever that street is that 


We crossed the West Side Highway and 


there were a couple of car fires and some paper and 


debris there, and we left George Marsh there. He's 


NPO. 


We left him there to pump water for I 


think it 


was 210 I think was the engine and he pumped water for 


We left him and we went around to -- 


them. 

exactly. 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 
A. 

East End. 


Where is this notch here? 
That's the harbor. 


Right. This is where we wound up 


let's see 


Then you had to go down East End Avenue. 


came down 


Right. We went around here. W 


Actually, we put a fire out ina 


that's right there. We went through here. 


fire building. We started stretching all t 


building 
There was a 


he lengths 


that the fireboat had through I guess it's 


Lynch Building. The Winter Garden was -- t 


dome was collapsed over here. We started s 


lines, 


everything the fireboat had, through 


Merrill Lynch Building. We got like halfwa 


whole side of the building was collapsed. 


little scary. We started stretching lines 


the Merrill 


hat half 


tretching 
this 

y, but this 
It was a 


and hooking 
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up hose, and then all of a sudden a company came 
walking over with a firefighter ina Stokes basket and 
his head was crushed pretty bad. So we took the Stokes 
basket and we went down -- there's a ramp here. 

QO. You loaded him on the boat? 

A. We loaded him on the fireboat and the 
fireboat took off. Now our line is dead. Over here 


there was a gas leak. The Police Department was 


telling everybody to get out of the area, blah blah 


blah. 

Q. Can you just verbalize the street corner 
there? 

A. Okay. We went over I guess 4 World 


Financial, Merrill Lynch, is Vesey and North End, that 


corner building. We went down this street, which isn't 


marked here, whatever it is. The Captain told Owen 


Carlock and Eddie Plunkett to go get our rig, which is 


right here at this time. We were going to bring our 


rig back here and pump water. That was the last I saw 


of them. They're alive and everything, but we didn't 


s them the rest of the day. 


We came back over here, right by Gateway 


Plaza, right on this corner of Liberty, I don't know 


the building there, but it's a residential building. 
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We were sitting there taking a blow, washing our eyes 


out because our eyes were bleeding, and as we're 


sitting there with our coats off, I look up and black 


smoke starts billowing out of the 9th floor window. So 


the Captain goes, all right, get your gear on. 


So it's now just me, Captain Steve Grabher, 
Mike Schroeck and myself, the three of us, there was 


like a loaner rig, one of those rigs from the rock or 


whatever it was, a 5 something, 515 rig, we tested the 
hydrant and there was no water, this guy John Orloff, 
Buffalo, from 201, he's a Lieutenant. The Captain 
says, all right, come on, guys. We grabbed two cans 


off that rig and we walked up to the 9th floor to that 


apartment. There was someone there already forced the 
door. We went in with the cans to try to see what we 


could do. It was already vented, so it was just a lot 


of flame, not too much smoke, not too bad. We went in 
with the cans. It did nothing. 

We went back down to the 8th floor and 
Buffalo, Fireman Orloff, was pulling up. He dropped a 
Clorox bottle. He was pulling up two lengths of two 
and a half to hook to the standpipe. A guy in front of 


me grabbed a nozzle. I had a knife. I was cutting the 


rope off the nozzle. We went up to the 9th floor. We 
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got there and I figured I'd back this guy up and he 
just handed me the nozzle. Now I realized he didn't 
have a mask. So I masked up, I got the nozzle, I went 


in. They hooked up one length from like the standpipe 


on that floor. They broke it one length and that was 


it. It was right there. The apartment was right next 
to the standpipe. 


I went in, knocked down two rooms of fire, 


had absolutely no pressure. There was a couch next to 


me that was burning like directly by my shoulder, but 


every time I turned the nozzle, I was cutting off my 


water. I had absolutely no pressure. So I pushed the 
couch out of the way, knocked down the two rooms. I 


stood up, I got a little past it and turned around and 


hit the couch. Just as I finished hitting that area 


right there, I turned around, a little corner flared up 


again, and then I ran out of water. There was no water 


because the gravity tank must have took a hit or 


whatever or just that was it. I wound up shaking the 
hose to put the rest of the fire out. Once there was 
no more flame, we shut down, came back out. The 


Captain was searching all the apartments on that floor 
and Mike Schroeck. We came back out, we regrouped, and 


we started heading down the stairs. 
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Q. The firefighter that you backed up, do you 


know who that was? 


A. No, he backed me up. I have no idea who he 
was. 

Q. Was he on duty or off duty? 

A. I don't know. He had a mask so... It's hard 
to tell because masks were being traded. God knows. I 


didn't even know what company he was from. He might 
have been from 201 because there was a bunch of 201 


guys up there, but I really don't know who he was or 


whatever happened. We were just trying to put this 
fire out, which we did. 


Coming down the stairs, the floor, with all 


the soot and gook on our feet and stuff, it was really 


slippery. I fell like a half landing on my back. We 


got two floors down, me and the Captain, and Mike 
Schroeck, we heard him fall down a whole flight of 


stairs. We just heard bing bang. 


We got back down in front of the building. 


At that point we were pretty much spent. This is, you 


know, it's late in the afternoon now. This isn't all 


happening all at once. 
QO. I know. 


A. The time, you know. We went over to the end 
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of Liberty, like over here. Well, actually -- 

QO. Was this towards late afternoon or early 
evening? 

A. This has got to be like 3:00, 3:30, around 
there. 

QO. Okay. 

A. Around 3:00ish. Because I remember making a 


phone call at 2:30, before that. I'm not sure. 


QO. It's not important. 


A. We went down by the water and that was it for 
the end of us. My back was hurt, my shoulder. All of 
us were hurting and we just like actually laid there. 

I wound up meeting up with this guy, Dave Koyles from 
Ladder 122, who had just been in a collapse in the 


Marriott. He was in the Vista, in that lobby. We 


wound up getting a ride from a civilian in a suburban 


because we wanted to get triaged. We couldn't do any 


more. That's it. We gave our masks up to another 
company and me and Dave Koyles wound up getting a ride 


from a Civilian down where all the boats are. We got 


triaged somewhere over here. They wanted to take us to 


Ellis Island or New Jersey, which we said we're never 
going to get home. 


From there we wound up getting up from there, 
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walking away, some guy with a golf cart took us down to 


like Battery Park. From there two detectives threw us 
in the back of their car and they took us to the Staten 


Island Ferry Terminal. 


QO. Back to Staten Island? 
A. They got us in an ambulance to go to 


Methodist Hospital. We both wound up in Methodist 


Hospital that day and that's the end of my story. 

QO. When you first arrived en route to the scene, 
do you know if you were given any specific locations to 
go to? 

A. I don't know about that. I know that it was 


about ten after 9:00 we were crossing the Brooklyn 


Bridge. 
Q. So the first building was hit by that time? 
A. Both buildings were hit at that time. When 


the first building was hit, I actually took a picture 


from the roof of the firehouse. Then the second plane 


went in and that's when we got called in. On the fifth 


alarm we went. 

Q. Just to put things a bit, where were you when 
the second building collapsed? 

A. When the second building collapsed, which was 


Tower 1, I was in the middle of the West Side Highway. 
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I was on the southbound side of the West Side Highway, 


maybe one block away, Albany Street. 


Q. Did you have a radio with you? 

A. No. Nozzle man does not have a radio. But I 
really -- I took pictures. I always keep a disposable 
camera in my pocket. I took pictures coming over the 
bridge, and just before I came over the bridge, I took 
a picture of the crowd and it happened to catch a clock 
just by the Brooklyn Bridge and it said almost -- it 


was like maybe eight, 


of our rig going over 


Up, 


took a picture right under 


I took a picture right 


wh 


ten after 9:00. 


the bridge. 


I got a picture 
When we first pulled 
re we parked the rig. I 


this scaffolding of 90 West 


Street, and that was about it. I took pictures of the 
guys later on and stuff like that and the debris. 

Q. Initially you said that a Chief directed you? 

A. Yes. 

QO. Do you know what Chief that was? 

A. I do not know, no. It was really chaos and 
mayhem and we were just -- we didn't even bring 


roll-ups or anything because we figured so many 


companies were in, 


company on the line to put this fire out. 


we were just going up and relieve a 


Never 


thought it was going to come down. 
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Q. Right. 


A. We were trying -- what the Captain said, he 


wanted to take us around. We wanted to attack on a 


diagonal to get into the building, because this way and 
this way, everything was -- just so many jumpers and 


debris falling, all kinds of shit. So there was no way 


q 


to go down Liberty Street. There was stuff all -- and 


we just heard that a jumper landed on somebody right 


here. So we weren't going this way. We wound up 


choosing a wider route, and we didn't even get to 


you know, as soon as we started out, the building came 
down. 


Q. Okay. Is there anything else that you think 


is important that you'd like to add at this time? 


A. That's about it. 


MR. FEILER: We're going to conclude the 


interview. I want to thank you on behalf of the 


q 


[The time now is 


Department for participating in this. 


1305 hours and we'll conclude the interview. 


